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A NEW SPECIES OF DICRAEA FROM SOUTH INDIA 

K. Ramamurthy an— J. Joseph* 

Botanical Sumy of India, Southern Circle, Coimbatore 


Dicraea filifolia Ramamurthy et Joseph spec. nov. 

Pertinet ad Podostemonaceas, affinisque est 
D. dichotomae (Gard.) Tul., a qua differt thallo 
paulo latiore absque partibus libere natantibus, 
surculorum secundariorum foliis non decidentibus 
ad anthesim. 

Herba minuta, saxis adhaerens sub aqua fluente; 
tballus membranaceus, facie ventrali saxis adpressa, 
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facie dorsali operta surculis pluribus filiformibus 
secunaariis. Surculi secundarii fioriferi, ± 20 mm 
alti, filamentis eminentibus gracilibus acicuiaribus 
perstantibus, Folia carnosa, spathulata, densa, de- 
cussata, in paria. terna posita, quorum infimum 
minutum, superiora vero successive majora, omnia 
simul efformantia p;ulvinum concavum, qui sup- 
portat alabastruro terminale invaginatum; foliorum 



t Figs 1-6 ; Dicraea jUifoita Ramamurthy & Joseph 

1, Habit sketch (without scale). 2. An young secondary shoot, 3, Older shoot with the terminal 
_ flower. 4* The subequal anther lobes. 5. Pedicellate capsule. 6. Capsule cut across. 

* Present address: Botanical Survey of India, Eastern Circle, Shillong. 
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paria bina inferiora omata lilamento unico in sin¬ 
gulis foliis, foliorum par supremum ornatum fila- 
smento duplici in singulis foliis; filamenta Subter- 
minalia gracilia 15-20 mm longa. Alabastra solitaria, 
terminalia, subglobosa, operta spatha coriacea, 
Flores solitarii, subsessiles, zygomorphici; stamina 
bina, lateralia, pistillo subaequantia; antherae bilo- 
bae, lobis subaequalibus, amplae, dorsifixae; stami- 
nodia ad utrumque latus axis communis. Ovarium 
subsessile, ellipsoideum, leve; stylus nullus ; stigmata 
duo, brevia, lineria, divergeruia, epapillata; ovulis 
minutis pluribus placentae liberae centrali adhae- 
rentibus Capsula pedicellata, ellipsoidea, octo- 
costata, + 2.5 x i mm in valvulas duas dehiscens; 
pedicellus ± 7 mm longus. Semina minuta, plura, 
complanata, obovoidea, levia. 

Holotypus Ramaniurthy 15325 A et isotypi Rama- 
murthy 15325 B-F lecti die 22 novembris anni 1962 
ad Parambikulam in regione Trichur, in drtione 
Kerala; paratypi Ramamurlhy 20018 A-E lecti 
eodem loco die 19 junii 1964. Holotypus Rama- 
murthy 15325 A et isotypus Ramamurthy 15325B 
et#paratypus Ramamurthy 20018 A positi in Herba- 
rio Nationali Centrali (CAL), caeteri in herbario 
regionis australis Bot- Surv. India ad Coimbatore. 

Dtaitiea fiUfoIia Ramamurthy & Joseph spec. nov. 

Podostemonaceac, allied to D. dichotoma (Gardn.) 
Tul., but differs chiefly in having somewhat broader 
thallus without apparent free-floating parts; leaf 
tips of the secondary-shoot leaves not caducous at 
the onset of flowering. 

Herbs minute, growing on rocks in swiftly flow¬ 
ing fresh water streams; thallus membranous with 
the ventral surface appressed to rock surfaces and 
life dorsal surface covered with numerous, filiform 
secondary shoots. Secondary shoots floriferous, 

20 nun high, with prominent, slender, acicular, 
persistent filaments. Leaves fleshy, spathulate, com¬ 
pact, decussate, in three pairs, lowest pair small, 
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the upper pairs successively larger, all forming a 
concave cushion accommodating the terminal en- 
sheathed flower-bud; the lower two pairs of leaves 
having a single filament in each leaf and the upper¬ 
most pair having 2 filaments in each leaf; fila¬ 
ments subterminal, slender, 15-20 mm long. Flower 
buds solitary, terminal, sessile, subglobose, enclosed 
in a coriaceous spathe. Flowers solitary, subsessile, 
zygomorphic; stamens two, lateral, subequal with 
the pistil.; anthers 2-lobed, lobes subequal, large, 
dorsifixed; staminodes on either side of the common 
axis. Ovary subsessile, ellipsoid, smooth; style 
absent; stigma two, short, linear, diverging, epapil- 
late; ovules minute, numerous on a free central 
placenta. Fruits pedicellate capsules, ellipsoid, 
8-ribbed, ± 2.5 x 1 mm dehiscing into two valves; 
pedicel ± 7 mm long. Seeds minute, numerous, flat, 
obovoid, smooth. 

The holotype of this species Ramamurthy 15325 A 
and .the isotypes Ramamurthy 15325 B-F were col¬ 
lected on 22-11-1962 in Parambikulam submergible 
area, Trichur District, Kerala State and the para- 
types Ramamurthy 20018 A-E were collected in the 
same locality on 19-6:1964. The holotype Rama¬ 
murthy 15325 A, the isotype Ramamurthy 15325 B 
and the paratype Ramamurthy 20018 A have been 
deposited in the Central National Herbarium, 
Calcutta; the isotypes Ramamurthy 15325 C-F and 
Ihe paratypes Ramamurthy 20018 B-F have been 
deposited in the Regional Herbarium, Botanical 
Survey of India, Coimbatore. 
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